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Greta, she’s my sister, gave me one of her looks. You
know. One of those ‘I'm two years older than you, so [
know best’ looks.

“Jacob, this is my thirteenth birthday today. We've
come to the fair to enjoy ourselves. This carousel is
amazing. So stop being so grumpy and cheer up.”

Isighed and did a crazy, cross-eyed smile. “Is that
better?” I said. Greta didn’t answer, but stomped off
towards the candy floss stall.

The trouble was: England was okay. My new
school was okay. Iliked our new house near the seaside.
Mum and Dad kept telling me how lucky I was. But it
wasn't home. It wasn’t the country I had grown up in. 1
‘was homesick.

Now that Greta had wandered off, I peered up at the
wooden, carousel horses: brightly painted and glinting
in the sun. One in particular, a shiny, sleek horse, was as
black as the night, with rainbow decorations. It looked
as if it wanted to break free of its bolts and, by some
magic, take to the air.

The name painted on its neck was Moonrider.
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